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Song theo diang muc dich: Nhirng sai lam
trong ngay th& nhat
Muc tor

Trong khi doc ban dich Viét ngir cia "The Purpose Driven Life" (S6ng Theo Bung Muc Bich -
STPMP) ban doc sé thay tiép lién theo sau nhiéu ciu goi la "Thdnh Kinh" dudc trich dan dé
h6 trg cho tu tudng cla Rick Warren c6 mét ghi chi trong ngodc nhu sau: (MSG - ND).
MSG la viét tét cia "The Message", tén cia mot ban dién y Thanh Kinh Anh ngir do Eugene
H. Peterson, mdt muc su va gido su than hoc bién soan. ND la viét tat cia chi "ngudi dich".
V@i sy chu thich nay, chung ta thdy ngudi dich cudn sach cua Rick Warren sang tiéng Viét
da dich nhitng cdu Rick Warren trich dan tir ban "The Message" dé gilt ding tinh than cta s
diép trong cudn sach.

Gia tri cua ban dién y "The Message" nhu thé nao, tin rang sé dugc thd&m dinh chinh xac bdi
ban doc sau khi ddi chi€u nhitng cau dien y "The Message" vdi cac ban dich Thanh Kinh tiéu
chuan. Xin tham khao thém tai day: http://www.bible-researcher.com/themessage.html.

C6 thé ndi, "The Purpose Driven Life" cia Rick Warren gan nhu hoan toan dua trén "The
Message" - mdt tdc phdm bé cong L&i Chla - thay vi dua vao Thanh Kinh! Trong su6t 40 bai
nhan dinh vé 40 chuong sach "The Purpose Driven Life", ching ta th tim hi€u "muc dich"
clia Rick Warren khi 6ng diing "The Message" - goi d6 la Thanh Kinh - d€ hé trg nhiing diéu
dng rao giang; bén canh do, khi xuat hién nhitng diém Rick Warren day sai lac véi su day do
clia Thanh Kinh, ching ta s& phan tich va dua vao L&i Chla ma sifa nhitng diém sai d6. Mdi
ban doc budc vao...

Ngay thi&r nhat

Phan 18n trong chudng dau tién ndy, Rick Warren dung dé néi vé muc dich cla cudn sach 1a
giup cho dbc gia tim biét muc dich clia dgi s6ng ho. Sau phan gidi thiéu do, 6ng viét:

Ban c6 thé dat dugc moi muc dich ca nhan cua minh, tré nén thanh céng vang déi theo tiéu
chuén cla thé gian, va van c ddnh méat nhitng muc dich ma D{c Chila Trdi d3 tao dung ra
ban. Kinh Thanh chép, "Tuv né luc khéng giup ich dugc gi. Tu hy sinh mdi chinh 1a con
dudng, con dudng cua ta, dé€ tim thdy chinh cdc ngudi, con ngudi thit cua cadc nguoi.” (Ma-
thi-6 16:25) (ban MSG - ND) [1]

Ban dién y Message (MSG):

"Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your
true self.”

Ban dich Anh ngit King James vdi sG d6i chi€u Strong's (KJV):

“"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it and whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it."

Ban dich Viét nglr truyén théng:
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"Vi ai muén cdu su’ sé6ng minh thi s€ mét, con ai vi cd Ta ma mét su’ séng minh thi sé
duoc lai."

Ngay chuaong dau tién, viét cho ngay dau tién cda "cubdc hanh trinh tam linh" cach s dung
ban van "The Message" cla Eugene H. Peterson ma Rick Warren goi la Thanh Kinh, la Ldi
cua buc Chua Trdi, da gieo nhiéu nghi van! Cang vé sau, nhitng nghi van dé cang day dac...

Diém quan trong trong I8i phan cua Dldc Chla Jesus: "con ai vi ¢ ta ma méat su séng
minh thi sé dudc lai" d3 hoan toan bi cat khdi trong ban dién y "The Message"!

"Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self. - Tu hy sinh
mdi chinh 1a con dudng, con dudng cla ta, dé tim thdy chinh cac nguoi, con ngudi
that cua céc ngudi.” hoan toan khac han véi "whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it. - con ai vi cd Ta ma méat su’' s6ng minh thi sé dugc lai."

Mot dang la: néu ngudi muén tim gap con ngudi that cua minh, nguoi hdy tu hy sinh (khong
néi rd 1 hy sinh nhu thé nao, hy sinh cho ai?); con mot dang 1a: néu ngudi sé&n Iong vi Ta
ma mat su séng minh, thi nguoi sé duoc lai. Mot dang la: Nguai hay vi ngudi ma ty hy sinh
thi s& gap dugc chinh ngugi; con mét dang la: néu nguai san long vi Chila ma mat diéu quy
nhat clla minh thi nguci sé dugc lai diéu d6. Y nghia that la khac xa nhau biét bao nhiéu!
Ngudi chiu mat su séng clia minh vi Chla la ngudi da tim thay con ngudi that ciua minh
trong Pang Christ.

Tuyét d6i, trong Ma-thi-d 16:25 Chua Jesus khéng day ching ta hdy "tu hy sinh dé tim gép
con ngudi thit cua chinh minh", lai con nhdn manh dé la "my way", y cla Ta! Chdng ta
thdy, Eugene H. Peterson - tac gid "The Message" - dd nguy tao L&i Chua, gan cho Chua
nhitng diéu Chua khéng phan. Chung ta thay, gilta bao nhiéu ban dich Thanh Kinh hién dai,
Rick Warren da khong chon mét ban nao hét ma chon "The Message" - khong phai la mot
ban dich Thanh Kinh - dé& trich dan Mathid 16:25, cé phai Ia vi chinh Rick Warren ciing
mudn rao giang su diép: "Self-sacrifice is the way to finding your true self. Tu hy sinh la con
dudng dan dén tim gap con ngudi that cua ban"

Trong chuong md& dau, Rick Warren viét: "It's not about you" (ban Viét ngif dich la "Khéng
phai néi vé ban") [2], cach sau d6 chi mot trang sach 6ng lai mau thuan va bé cong LGdi
Chua dé rao giang vé cai "tbi": "Self-sacrifice is the way to finding your true self. Tu hy sinh
la con dudong dan dén tim gap con ngudi that cua ban". Ca Thanh Kinh khéng mot chd nao
giang day mot ngudi "tu’ hy sinh dé tim gdp con ngudi that", thé nhung Rick Warren khang
dinh "Kinh Thanh chép." Kinh Thanh ma Rick Warren noi dén & day la Kinh Thanh Ldi clda
PUc Chua Trdi hay "Kinh Thanh IGi cia Eugene H. Peterson"?

Thanh Kinh day "vi moi nguoi déu d& pham toi, thi€u mét su vinh hién cda Ddc Chda Troi",
va "tién céng cua tdi 10i la su chét”, nhung "Buc Chua Trdi to long yéu thuong Ngai déi vai
chung ta, khi ching ta con la ngudi cé téi, thi Ddng Christ vi chung ta chiu chét!" (R6-ma
3:23; 6:23; 5:8). Con ngudi that cua chdng ta (our true selves) trudc khi ti€p nhan su cuu
roi ctia Chua la "ldm lac va chét méat trong téi 16i minh". Sau khi ti€p nhan su clfu roi cla
Chua thi ching ta nhd su chét va su séng lai cia Chla ma dugc tha toi, dudc tai sinh, dudc
trd thanh mot con ngudi mdéi vdéi sy s6ng ddi dGi cua Dic Chua Trdi trong ching ta.

Self-sacrifice - tu hy sinh c6 thé la "the way to finding your true sinful self - con dugng tim
gap con nguoi that tdi 1oi cua ban" nhu trudng hgp self-sacrifice cia Giuda Ichcariot, ngudi
mon dé phan Chuda! 1Corinhté 13:3 néu Ién mdt hanh ddng dién hinh vé self-sacrifice - tu
hy sinh, va cho biét diéu d6 chang ich chi néu ngudi dy khéng nhan biét Chua: "Ai chdng
yéu thi khéng nhin biét Bic Chua Trdi, vi Duc Chua Trdi la su yéu thuong.” (1 Giang 4:8)

Chung t6i khong biét cac doc gia cia Rick Warren, sau khi doc xong chuong th& nhat cua
"The Purpose Driven Life" s& "tu hy sinh” nhu thé nao dé tim gdp con ngudi that cia minh!
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Vdi nhitng ngudi chua dudc ctu, ho khéng can hy sinh gi hét, méi ngay van ddi dién vdi
"con ngudi that" cta chinh minh: "déi tra hon moi vat va rét la xdu xa" (Gié-ré-mi 17:9).
Vi nhitng ngudi da dudc cliu, cling chang can hy sinh gi hét, moi ngay ho s6ng trong su &n
ching cua Blac Thanh Linh "Bdng yéu thuong chdng ta, da Idy huyét minh rida sach téi 10i
chung ta, va lam cho ching ta nén nudc Ngai, nén thdy té lIé cua Puc Chua Troi va Cha
Ngai, déng dugc su vinh hién va quyén ndng ddi ddi vé cung! A-men.” (Khai Huyén 1:9).
Khéng c6 su hy sinh nao khac hon d€ mot ngudi tim gdp con ngudi thdt ciia minh trong
chuong trinh tét dep dGi ddi cua Buc Chua Trdi, ngoai trir su hy sinh cla Bang Christ trén
thép tu gid; Pang dugc Pldc Chua Trdi xiic dau dé€ lam su hy sinh dé!

Rick Warren viét ti€p:

“Plc Chia Trdi khéng hé dé ching ta & trong bdng t8i ciia nghi ngd va phdong doan.
Ngai da bay té rd rang nam muc dich cho cudc ddi chung ta théng qua Kinh Thanh...
Kinh Thanh chép: "Su khén ngoan cua Pidc Chda Trdi... thé hién trong cdc muc dich
cua Ngai... b6 khéng phai la su diép mdi nhét, ben la diéu da co tu rét l1au - diéu buc
Chda Troi d§ chon dé khién ching ta nén tron ven."”- 1 Co-rinh-t6 2:7 (badn MSG -
ND). [3]

Ban dién y Message (MSG):

"God's wisdom is something mysterious that goes deep into the interior of his
purposes. You don't find it lying around on the surface. It's not the latest message,
but more like the oldest--what God determined as the way to bring out his best in
us, long before we ever arrived on the scene."”

Ban dich Anh ngir King James vdi s6 dbi chiéu Strong's (KIV):

"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery even the hidden wisdom, which God
ordained before the world unto our glory"

Ban dich Viét nglr truyén théng:

"Chung téi giang su’ khén ngoan cua Buc Chua Troi, la su mau nhiém kin gidu, ma tu
trudc cac doi, buc Chua Troi da dinh san cho su vinh hién chung ta."

Ban dich Viét nglr STBDMD da dich "God's wisdom is something mysterious that goes deep
into the interior of his purposes.” thanh "Su khén ngoan cua buc Chuda Trdi... thé hién trong
cac muc dich cua Ngai...". O day, chdng ta thay:

1. Eugene H. Peterson da "thém" vao LGi Chua:"goes deep into the interior of his purposes”
va da "bét" di LGi Chua: "the hidden".

2. Ngudi dich, khi dich sang ti€ng Viét lam cho cdu vén chdng nhiing khac véi y cta Thanh
Kinh "hidden - kin gidu" ma ciling khac luén vdi y clia Eugene H. Peterson "goes deep into
the interior of his purpose - thdm sdu vao tan trong ndi tai cua muc dich Ngai" khi dich la
"... thé& hién trong cdc muc dich ctua Ngai."

Vdéi su thém that rudm ra clia Eugene H. Peterson vao Ldi Chla, hodc xén bo hoan toan su
day do cua Ngai, ching ta nhan thay Rick Warren chon trich dan "The Message" va phong
cho "The Message" thdm quyén cla Thanh Kinh dé hé trg nhitng diéu giang day cua 6ng la
mot diéu khdng thé chdp nhan! Néi nhu thé khdng cé nghia |a nhitng diéu gidng day cla
Rick Warren hoan toan sai trdi v6i Thanh Kinh (k& ca khi 6ng khadng dinh mdt cach chu
quan: "Ngai d& bay to r6 rang nam muc dich cho cudc ddi ching ta théng qua Kinh
Thanh" - Chéc chédn, Blc Chua Trdi chi c6 mét muc dich cho cudc ddi cia moi ngudi, néu
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"muc dich" c6 nghia |a diém dén cudi cung (Hé-bd-rg 12:2). Trén budc dudng di d&n muc
dich do, c6 nhiéu muc tiéu dugc dat ra cho ching ta!)

Phan I6n nhitng g‘l Rick Warren trinh bay trong tdc phdm "The Purpose Driven Life" la phl‘,l
hop véi su day do cia Thanh Kinh. Tuy nhién, 6ng khong nuong dua vao LGi chan that claa
Chua dé hd trg cho su day dd cia minh ma cay tréng vao mot tac phdm xuyén tac LSi Chda.
Piéu d6 khi€n cho nhitng su day do cua Rick Warren tré thanh nguy hiém nhu
nhirng vién thudc déc boc dudng!

Phai chang, Rick Warren, v6 tinh hay h{iu y, dang dan du hang triéu nguol nghe va lam theo
nhu’ng gi Eugene H. Peterson dién giang vé Ldi Chla hon 1a nghe va lam theo L&i Chua khi
dng cong khai trich ddn va goi nhitng 18i cia Eugene H. Peterson 1a "Thanh Kinh"? Phai
chéng, vi doc "The Message" thay vi doc Ldi Chla, ma Rick Warren d3 cé y tudng dé viét
nén "The Purpose Driven Church" va "The Purpose Driven Life"? Phai chang, vi doc Mathig
5:48 tU ban "The Message": "In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're kingdom
subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously
toward others, the way God lives toward you.” thay vi doc tir ban dich tiéu chudn KJV: "Be
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” ("Thé thi, cac nguai
hay nén tron ven, nhu Cha cac nguai trén trdi la tron ven") ma Rick Warren d& ngang nhién
viét: "PUc Chua Troi khéng mong rdng ban sé trd nén toan hdo, nhung Ngai cé doi hdi su
thanh that hoan toan." [5]. Néu Blic Chua Trdi khéng doi hoi ching ta trd nén toan hao, thi
mang |énh: "H&y nén Thanh, vi Ta la Thanh" phai dudc hiéu ra sao? Mot ngudi cd thé rat
thanh that hoan toan nhung dGi s6ng clia ngudi 8y khong toan hao cho dén khi ngudi ay
chiu dau phuc Chula va nudng cdy vao quyén nidng cua Pic Thanh Linh d&€ dudc Ngai thanh
hoa va khién minh tréd nén toan hao. Chldng ta can phai thanh that hoan toan va ching ta
cling can trd nén toan hao! 1 Té-sa-16-ni-ca 5:23-24 khang dinh Pi'c Chaa Tréi mudn
chiing ta tré nén toan hao va chinh Ngai sé lam thanh diéu dé6: "Nguyén xin chinh
Duc Chaa Trdi binh an khi€n anh em nén thanh tron ven, va nguyén xin tdm than, linh hon,
va thén thé cua anh em déu dugc gilt ven, khéng chd tréch dugc, khi Buc Chua Jésus Christ
chung ta dén! bdng da goi anh em la thanh tin, chinh Ngai sé lam viéc dé." Halélugia! Cam
ta Chua!

Mac khac, Rick Warren gian t|ep thd nhan 6ng da khong con Iong tin vao quyén nang cua
LSi Cha va Blc Thanh Linh. Ong glan tlep cho réng L&i Chla can phai dugc thay déi, bién
ché& dé thé& gian chiu ti€p nhan. Ong gian tiép cho rang, khi dich Thanh Kinh khong céan
nghlen clu chuyen sadu. Ong quén rang, chinh Chua day Glosue khi doc L&i Chua thi phai
suy gam ngay va dém (nghlen ctu chuyen sau) dé co thé can than Iam theo (Gi6-sué 1:8).
Ong quan niém mot cach vo ly rang, néu khong nghién clru chuyen sau Ldi Chua thi
md&i "nam bat" dudc tinh than cua I8i Chaa! Né6i tom lai, 6ng d& d& cho tdm |y hoc cua
thé€ gian lam chu su suy nghi cua 6ng; 6ng khéng con tin vao quyén nang cua Thanh Linh co
thé gitip cho mét ngudi that 1dong tim ki€ém Chua sé hi€éu dugc Ldi Ngai. Chdng cé gi la khi
cac muc su hoc theo Rick Warren "khéng can nghién clu chuyén sau Ldi Chda" dé giang cho
H6i Thanh vi cho rdng nhd vdy ma "nam bat dugc tinh than cia Loi Chda"! Hay ndi cach
khac, tir nay, cac muc su chi can md "The Message" ra va doc cho Hoi Thanh nghe,
vi "tinh than" cua L&i Chia da dugc Eugene H. Peterson "nam bat" trong dé hét
roi. Rick Warren da thuc su lam nhu vay. Thi Thién 119 da trd thanh 10i thdi doi véi Rick
Warren va nhitng ngudi tin theo 6ng! Rick Warren viét:

"Mt Iy do quan trong khdc dé diung nhiéu ban dich va dién y 13 ching ta thudng
khéng ndm bat dudc moi phuong dién y nghia cua mét cdu Kinh Thanh quen thudc,
khéng phai vi dich d&, nhung vi ching qué quen thudc! Ching ta nghi réng minh
biét cdu Kinh Thanh dé ndi gi vi d& doc hodc nghe né nhiéu lan. R6i khi thdy nd duoc
trich dan trong mét cubn sach, chung ta doc Iuét qua va danh mat y nghia tron ven
cua né.
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T6i ¢ tinh ding céc ban dién y dé giup ban thdy duoc I8 that cia Pic Chua Trdi theo
nhiing cach tudi mdéi. Do khéng cd chu y dé nghién clu chuyén sdu, nén cdc ban
dién y thuong ndm bt duoc tinh thdn cua mét cdu.” [5]

Su chu quan (vi nghi rang ai ciling gi6ng nhu minh) va nguy bién cua Rick Warren that la
dang thu‘dngI Cho du mét ngudi co6 quen thudc v8i mét cdu Thanh Kinh dén néi, khi doc
th&y né dugc trich dan trong mot cudn sach, ngudi ay chi doc luét qua cdu Thanh Kinh ay,
khong cé nghia la nguGi ay "danh méat y nghia tron ven cua né". Ngudi ay doc ludt qua la
bdi vi cau Thanh Kinh dé da dam tham vao trong tam linh clia ngugi day cho nén khong céan
phai nhin vao chi, doc thanh tiéng. Ngudi dy da "biét" diéu Chua phan day, phan con lai la
doc xem nhiing gi tac gia viét trong cudn sach c6 dung vdi LGi cia Chda hay khdéng. Chinh
ban van "The Message" ma Rick Warren manh dan céng b6 la "Thanh Kinh" va trich dan
rong rai trong tdc phdm clia minh, da cudp di "y nghia tron ven" cta L&i Chua!

Néu moét ngudi chua bao gid doc Thanh Kinh, chua bao gid nghe ai khac giang vé Chua, ma
cudn "The Purpose Driven Life" ra doc va khi doc ciu trich ddn Ma-thi-G 26:25 tir "The
Message "Tu né luc khong giup ich dudc gi. Tu hy sinh mdi chinh la con d‘Lfdng, con cTerng
cua ta, dé tim thay chinh cac nger/ con nger/ that cua cac nguoi.” Ngudi dy sé khong thé
bi€t, Chla mudn day cho ngudi dy biét réang: "Vi ai mudn cudu su' s6ng minh thi s&€ mét, con
ai vi cd Ta ma mat su séng minh thi sé dugc lai.” Chang ta cling khong dam nghi la Blc
Thanh Linh sé& dat ngudi &y di vao |& that qua cau nguy Thanh Kinh néi trén. Cé mot thi
trudng to 16n san sang dén tiép tu tudng: "Tu né luc khéng gildp ich duoc gi. Tu hy sinh mdi
chinh la con dudng, con dudng cua ta, dé tim thdy chinh cdc nguoi, con ngudi that cta cac
nguoi." Bé la thi trudng huan luyén nhitng cdm t& quan khung b6 Hoi Gido!

Chdc chén, phuong cach dé& giup mot ngudi "thdy dugc 18 thét cua Puc Chua Trdi theo

nhiing cach tudi méi" khong phai la bé cong, hoac thém, bdt Lgi Chlia ma la trung thuc

trinh bay L&i Chda (1 Phi-e-rg 11) va dé cho Blc Thanh Linh |am céng viéc din ngudi &y

vao moi |é that (Giang 16:13).

Rick Warren viét ti€p (goi "The Message" la Kinh Thanh):
Kinh Thanh ndi rang: "Chinh trong Bdng Christ ma ching ta tim ra dugc chinh minh
va ca muc dich cubc sbng cua chung ta. Tu rat lau trudc khi chung ta 1&n dau tién
nghe dugc tiéng goi cia Bang Christ va hy vong, thi Ngai d& dé mat dén ching ta,
d3 chudn bi ching ta cho mdt ddi séng vinh hién, mét phan trong toan b6 muc dich
ma Ngai dang thuc hién trong dodi sbng moi con ngudi.” - Ephéso6 1:11 (ban MGE -
ND) [6]

Ban dién y Message (MSG):
It's in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we
first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us
for glorious living"

Ban dich Anh ngit King James vdi s6 d6i chi€u Strong's (KJV):

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will"

Ban dich Viét nglr truyén théng:

“Ay ciing 1a trong Ngai ma ching ta di nén ké du ph3n k& nghiép, nhu da dinh trudc
cho chung ta dugc diéu dé, theo mang cua Pang lam moi su hiép vdi y quyét doan"
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Thém mot Ian nita, ching ta thay "The Message" khéng phai la Thanh Kinh ma hoan toan la
su suy dién riéng tu clia Eugene H. Peterson. Su kién mot ngudi dugc hudng quyén ké tu
khac xa vdi su kién ngudi ay "tim ra duoc chinh minh va ca muc dich cudéc séng". Chung ta
cb thé& "tim ra dugc chinh minh va cd muc dich cuéc séng” ma chdng hé hudng dugdc quyén
k€ tu nao cal L&i Chua khang dinh: Trong Dang Christ "chidng ta dd nén ké du phan ké
nghiép, nhu da dinh trudc cho ching ta dugc diéu do". Rick Warren qua Eugene H. Peterson
d& cat bd chan ly 8y ra khoi Loi Chaa!

Cubi cung cla chudng th& nhat, Rick Warren trich dan Co-16-se 1:16b qua ban "The
Message" nhu sau:Cau Goc: "Moi vat khdi ddu trong Ngai va tim dudc muc dich cda chinh
minh trong Ngai" — Colése 1:16b (MSG - ND)[7]

Ban dién y Message (MSG):

For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible, rank
after rank after rank of angels--everything got started in him and finds its purpose in
him."

Ban dich Anh ngir King James vdi s6 dbi chi€u Strong's (KJV):

“"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him"

Ban dich Viét ngir truyén théng:

"Vi muén vat da dugc dung nén trong Ngai, bat luan trén trdi, dudi dat, vat thdy
dudc, vat khéng thdy dudc, hoac ngbi vua, hoac quyén cai tri, hodc chap chanh, hoac
cam quyén, déu la bdi Ngai va vi Ngai ma dugc dung nén ca."

Eugene H. Peterson dung nhém chir "got started in him - khdi phat trong Ngai" thay thé cho
"created by him - dugc dung nén bdi Ngai”. Ngon nglr dugc dung dé chuyén dat tu tudng,
cho du khdng tron ven trong su dién dat, moi tir nglt van cd moét y nghia nhat dinh khong
thé 1am lan. Thanh Kinh dudc su ha hai cia Blc Chia Trdi cho nén khdng ai ¢ thé thay doi
tUr nglt ma Chua da chon dung. (Nhiéu Codéc nhan ngay nay tuyén xung Thanh Kinh la LGi
Hang S6ng cua DUc Chda Trdi, khéng cd su sai lam trong Thanh Kinh, nhung van cay su
khén ngoan ciia minh d€ thay déi L&i Chua, dién hinh la su thay déi chit "dan ba" thanh chir
"me" trong Gidng 2:4 va 19:26, bdi vi ho dém cho rdng Bic Chia Trdi da khéng biét lich su,
|é phép! Ho khéng hiéu dugc rdng Tin Lanh Gidng bay td than tinh cia Bldc Chla Jesus
Christ ch& khéng phai bay té nhan tinh ctia Ngai. Ho khdng hiéu dugc réng "The Son of God
- Con clia buc Chua Trdi" dang phan véi ba Mari chf khéng phai "The Son of Man - Con cla
loai ngudi" dang thua chuyén véi me!) Khi thay thé "created by him" bang "got started in
him" Eugene H. Peterson da vo tinh hay hitu y dua tu tudng "moi vét la Bdc Chua Troi" cla
An gido va New Age vao trong Thanh Kinh:

- "created by him" néi |én mudn vat dudgc dung nén bdi Chua va khac vdéi Chua.

- "got started in Him" néi |én mudn vat khdi su trong Chia nén cing mot ban thé vai Ngai
= muodn vat cling la Duc Chaa Trdi.

Thanh Kinh day rd, chi nhitng ai tin nhan Tin Lanh ctia Bdc Chua Trdi mdi dugc baptem vao
trong Bang Christ. Nhg dudc baptem vao trong BPang Christ nén chiung ta dugc "du phan"
ban thé cta Ngai (1 Phi-e-rg 1:4). Dau vay, "du phan" ban thé cta Blc Chuia Trdi khdng ¢
nghia chidng ta "cung mét ban thé" véi Bdc Chda Trdi, khéng cé nghia ching ta cling |a Dlc
Chua Troi! Diéu 8y chi cé nghia la ching ta dudc Chda ban cho vinh hién cta chinh Ngai
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(Gidng 17:22), dudc nhan 18y "su hdng hitu" vao trong ching ta, ch khéng phai ching ta
bién thanh "tu hiru".

Trong ban dich Viét nglt cia "The Purpose Driven Life", cau R6-ma 8:6 trung dan & trang 16
da khong dugc dich theo "The Message" nhu trich dan trong ban Anh ngii: "Obsession with

self in these matters is a dead end,; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a
spacious, free life."

Ban dich Anh ngir King James vdi s6 dbi chi€u Strong's (KJV):
"For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and2 peace.”
Ban dich Viét ngit truyén thong:

"Va, cham vé xac thit sanh ra su chét, con cham vé Thanh Linh sanh ra su’ séng va
binh an.”

"Dead end - Nga cut" hoan toan khac biét vdi "Death - Chét",. bung trudc "nga cut" mot
ngudi co thé quay lai, nhung néu da "chét" mot ngudi khong thé lam gi dugc nira!

H3y xem mot ngudi ting séng trong quyén luc clia New Age ndi gi vé C6-l16-se 1:16 cla
"The Message" (ban doc nao cé kha nang va thi gid, xin gilp chudng t6i phién dich doan Anh
nglr dugi day):

Warren Smith, "Deceived on Purpose" - From Chapter 3:

It wasn’t Peterson’s use of the phrase “got started” instead of “created,” or even the word
“purpose,” that jumped out at me, as much as his use of the phrase “above and below”
instead of “heaven and earth.” When I was in the New Age, it was well understood that the
words “above and below” had metaphysical/New Age connotations and were routinely
substituted for “heaven and earth.” In fact, the term “as above, so below” was a commonly
accepted New Age phrase.

In reading through The Message, 1 discovered that Peterson had actually inserted the entire
phrase “as above, so below” into his paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer. I compared Peterson’s
version of the Lord’s Prayer with the King James Version of that same prayer.

The Message: "Our Father in heaven, Reveal who you are. Set the world right; Do what’s
best— as above, so below. Keep us alive with three square meals. Keep us forgiven with
you and forgiving others. Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. You're in charge! You
can do anything you want! You're ablaze in beauty! Yes. Yes. Yes." [3] [Emphasis added]

Peterson had deliberately substituted “as above, so below” in place of “in earth, as it is in
heaven.”

In Colossians 1:16, Peterson again chose to use the terms “above” and “below” instead of
the commonly accepted “heaven” and “earth” found in most Bible translations. The “above”
and “below” in Colossians 1:16 is an obvious derivative form of the “as above, so below” he
had used previously in his paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer. This derivative form of the more
complete phrase “as above, so below” is also common to the New Age. The fact that this
whole “above” and “below” issue was presenting itself on the first page of the first chapter
of Rick Warren’s book was unsettling. Was I reading too much into this? Was there some
other reasonable explanation for Eugene Peterson’s use of the term “as above, so below” in
the Lord’s Prayer and its derivative form in Colossians 1:167?

King James Bible: "Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
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us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen."
[Emphasis added]

Ancient Egypt and Oneness

Right about the time I was looking into Eugene Peterson’s use of the term “as above, so
below,” I was at a book sale at our local library. Almost lost amongst some cookbooks and
business manuals was a book written and published by the editors of the New Age Journal.
It was entitled As Above, So Below. 1 picked it up and began reading it. In the introduction
the chief editor of the book, Ronald S. Miller, had written:

"Thousands of years ago in ancient Egypt, the great master alchemist Hermes Trismegistus,
believed to be a contemporary of the Hebrew prophet Abraham, proclaimed this
fundamental truth about the universe: “As above, so below; as below, so above.” This
maxim implies that the transcendent God beyond the physical universe and the immanent
God within ourselves are one. Heaven and Earth, spirit and matter, the invisible and the
visible worlds form a unity to which we are intimately linked." [4]

He continued his explanation by quoting Sufi scholar Reshad Field.

..."As above, so below’ means that the two worlds are instantaneously seen to be
one when we realize our essential unity with God.... The One and the many, time and
eternity, are all One.” [5]

The New Age Journal editor went on to state that old forms of religion no longer serve
people, and that the term “as above, so below” describes the “emerging spirituality” that is
quickly moving onto the world’s scene. He concluded his introduction to As Above, So Below
by writing: "The breadth of this exploration suggests that we are living in an age of spiritual
reinvention, a transitional age that leaves the safety and security of the known to seek out
the new, the untested, the possible." [6]

Moving from the library book sale to the Internet, I put “as above, so below” into the Google
search engine to see what would come up. There were countless references. The very first
reference listed by Google for “as above, so below” read:

"This phrase comes from the beginning of The Emerald Tablet and embraces the
entire system of traditional and modern magic which was inscribed upon the tablet in
cryptic wording by Hermes Trismegistus. The significance of this phrase is that it is
believed to hold the key to all mysteries. All systems of magic are claimed to
function by this formula. ‘That which is above is the same as that which is below’....
The universe is the same as God, God is the same as man..." [7]

As I checked out the most popular websites for “as above, so below” each one described the
term as having the same mystical, eastern, New Age, esoteric and magical sources. One
site stated:

This ancient phrase, “As above, so below” describes the Oneness of All That Is. [8]

The phrase “as above, so below” headlined a page from the Theosophical Society’s website
containing the “esoteric” teachings of New Age matriarch Alice A. Bailey. A derivative form
of the term—similar to Peterson’s abbreviated use of “above and below” in Colossians
1:16—appeared on the website in a quote from Theosophy founder Helena Blavatsky’s
pioneering New Age work, The Secret Doctrine:

"Above, the Son is the whole KOSMOS; below, he is MANKIND." [9]

To see if there was any other explanation for Peterson’s use of this mystical New Age
phrase, I put the term “as above, so below,” along with the term “Christianity,” into the
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search engine of the computer I was using. There were only seven references. None of them
had anything to do with biblical Christianity. The first reference was entitled “Mystical
Christianity” and said:

"...to help the seeker of an inner spiritual path find resources to aid their spiritual journey
towards a mystical and magickal Christianity." [10]

"

In all of my searching I could find no good reason for Peterson’s using “as above, so below
in his paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer. Nor could I find any good reason for his use of the
obvious “above and below” derivative, that appears in his Colossians 1:16 paraphrase, that
Rick Warren used at the very beginning of his book to initiate his readers into The Purpose-
Driven Life.

So what?

I guess if Rick Warren or anyone else says, "So what?” I would say, “So how come?” How
come Eugene Peterson inserted a universally accepted, mystical New Age term right into the
middle of the Lord’s Prayer? And why does a derivative of the saying show up in his
paraphrase of Colossians 1:16?

Even if you thought there was some “good” reason for using the term “as above, so below,”
why would you? Why would you choose a term that so clearly has its origins in the magic of
ancient Egypt, and is so heavily identified today with the New Age and the New Spirituality?

“As above, so below” agrees with the “immanent” New Age view that God is not only
outside of creation, but also within creation. It means that God is “in” everyone and
everything. It perfectly denotes the New Age concept of “Oneness” and provides apparent
support for the New Age contention that “*We are all One.”

Seeker friendly?

I tried to imagine what it would be like for a confused New Ager today coming into a
Purpose-Driven Church that uses The Message, and finding this popular New Age phrase
right in the middle of the Lord’s Prayer. Or what it would be like for that person to be
handed a copy of Rick Warren’s book, only to find an abbreviated form of this same New
Age phrase as part of the lead-off Scripture introducing them to The Purpose-Driven Life.
This hardly seemed to be the way to introduce the Gospel of Jesus Christ to an unbelieving
New Ager.

Rick Warren’s reintroduction of The Message into my life only reinforced the concerns I had
originally voiced on the radio when Peterson’s book first came out. Why was Rick Warren so
drawn to The Message? The Message not only obscured prophetic Scriptures like Matthew
24:3-5, it also introduced paraphrased material like “as above, so below,” that made it
appear that some of the teachings of the Bible were “at One” with the teachings of the New
Age. In Reinventing Jesus Christ: The New Gospel, I had observed:

"And it is, indeed, very disturbing to see many Christian leaders today using many of the
same words and expressions commonly used by their [New Age, ed.] 'new gospel'
counterparts.” [11]

Unfortunately, undiscerning Christian leaders have not adequately exposed these [New Age,
ed.] “new gospel” teachings and, as a result, the spirit behind the “"new gospel” has entered
the Church. [12]

3. Eugene H, Peterson, The Message, p. 21-22.
4. Ronald S. Miller and the Editors of New Age Journal, As Above, So

Below, p. xi.
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5. Ibid.
6. Ibid., p. xiv.
7. http:/ /www.themystica.com/mystica/articles/a/below above.html

8. http://www.mothermaryspeaks.com/as above so below.htm, p. 1.

9. Helena Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine. p. i 60, quoted on
http://theosophy.org/tlodocs /AsAboveSoBelow.htm

10.http:/ /www.esotericchristian.com/home.html
11. Warren Smith, Reinventing Jesus Christ: The New Gospel, p. 68.

12. Ibid., p. 6.

V4i 16i nhan dinh trén cia mét cuu New Ager, ching ta cé thé thdy quyén luc ndo dang ndm
dang sau "The Message" va phong trao "Purpose Driven"! Diéu dang ngac nhién la hang
trédm ngan muc su, hang triéu Codbc nhan da ti€p nhén, hoc tap, va phé bién bd ba "The
Message", "The Purpose Driven Church", va "The Purpose Driven Life". Hang triéu ngudi
dang dung "The Massge" thay thé cho Thanh Kinh. Hang triéu nguGi dang dung "The
Purpose Driven Life" thay thé cho L& That cua Lgi Chua. Hang tram ngan muc su dang
nudng cay ndi "The Purpose Driven Church" thay vi quyén nang cta Bdc Thanh Linh. Dang
bubdn la, H6i Thanh Viét Nam, trong va ngoai nudc cling khong tranh khoi su ludng gat
khung khiép nay cla Satan. Phai chang L&i Chua trong 2 Té-sa-16-ni-ca 2:1-3 dang dudc
’ng nghiém? "Ludn vé su dén cua Puc Chua Jésus Christ chung ta, va vé su chung ta hoi
hiép cung Ngai, thi, hdi anh em, xin chd vbi béi réi va kinh hoang hodc bdi than cam gia
mao, hodc bdi I0i néi hay la bdi buc tho nao tua nhu chung téi d& gdi ma ndi réng ngay
Chda gén dén. M&c ai dung cdch nao, ciing ding dé ho Ia déi minh. Vi phai c¢é su bé dao
dén trudc, va cé ngudi tdi ac, con cua su’ hu mat hién ra".

Nhitng ngay cudi thang 10 vira qua, Viethamese World Christian Fellowship da té chiic dai
hoi thudng nién tai Garden Grove, California véi héi thao va huan luyén qua cha dé "40 days
of purpose". Vién Than Hoc Tin Lanh Viét Nam, California - Lién H{tu Baptit Viét Nam - HOi
Thanh Tin Lanh Viét Nam, Gido Hat Viét Nam Tai Hoa Ky - Vdn Ph&dm Ngudn Séng... déu
ung hd va phd bién "The Purpose Driven Church" va "The Purpose Driven Life" ctia Rick
Warren. D6i dién véi thuc t€ do, ngudi viét cé cam giac nhu dang phai doi dién vdi nhitng
"Goliat".

"Lay Chua! Ngai biét réng con yéu Chua va yéu Hi Thanh cua Ngai. Con xin vadng theo y
Chua va nho on Chua ma hoan thanh trong trach Ngai d& giao phé. Con cdu xin Buc Thanh
Linh chiéu dnh sang cua L& That vao tdm linh anh chi em cua con, dé ho &n nin va quay vé
vdi Ldi Ngai. Con cam ta Chua. Con cau xin trong danh cua Buc Chua Jesus Christ. Amen!"

Ngay 27, thang 10, nam 2005

Trich dan
[1] Trich tir ban dich Viét nglr "S6ng Theo Bung Muc Dich" trang 17
[2] Trich tir ban dich Viét nglr "S6ng Theo Bung Muc bich" trang 15
[3] Trich tir ban dich Viét nglr "S6ng Theo Bung Muc bich" trang 17
[4] Trich tir ban dich Viét nglr "S6ng Theo Bung Muc bich" trang 93
[5] Trich tir ban dich Viét nglr "S6ng Theo Blung Muc bich" trang 323
[6] Trich tir ban dich Viét nglr "S6ng Theo Bung Muc bich" trang 17
[7] Trich t&r ban dich Viét nglr "Séng Theo Bung Muc bich" trang 19

Nhirng sai lam trong ngay th&r nhat Trang 10


http://www.themystica.com/mystica/articles/a/below_above.html
http://www.mothermaryspeaks.com/as_above_so_below.htm
http://theosophy.org/tlodocs/AsAboveSoBelow.htm
http://www.esotericchristian.com/home.html

